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13.—Age Distribution of the Population by Province, Census 1951 
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Section 9.—Marital Status 
Next to the sex and age distribution of a population, that of marital status is probably 

most fundamental from a vital, economic and social viewpoint. The number of married 
females between 15 and 45 years of age is a most significant factor in the fertility of a popula
tion; if the proportion of females in this group is small the expected proportion of births 
will also be small. In 1951, 64-0 p.c. of all married females were in the age group 15-44 
as compared with 61-2 p.c. in 1941 and 63-5 p.c. in 1931. This indicates a resumption 
of conditions favourable to the birth rate that prevailed from 1871 to 1921 but was arrested 
temporarily during the period of world-wide depression. 

Although Canada has more single than married persons, information from the 1951 
Census-shows that the nation's married population increased more than twice as fast as the 
single population in the decade between 1941 and 1951. With a total population increase 
of nearly 22 p.c. the number of single persons in Canada increased by 13-5 p .c , married 
by 32-2 p.c, widowed by 22-5 p.c. and divorced by 128 0 p.c. The entry of Newfound
land into Confederation accounted for 3-3 p.c. of the increase in single persons, 2-9 
p.c. in married and widowed persons combined and 0-5 p.c. in divorced persons. Other 
striking statistics of marital status are the excess of married males over married females 
(largely owing to a preponderance of male immigrants whose wives had yet to join them), 
the great preponderance of widows compared with widowers and the large and increasing 
number of divorced persons. 
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